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Program Overview

Objective
To bridge the gap between academic learning and industry 
requirements through hands-on experience in the tech track of 
your choice Cybersecurity, AI, or Networking.

Eligibility
• BE / B. Tech (1st to 3rd Year)
• MCA
• BCA
• B.Sc. (Computer Science, Data Analytics, Cyber Security, Artificial Intelligence)
• Any technical degree or diploma program
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Cisco Virtual Internship Model

Learning Industry 
Guidance Mentoring Industry 

Problem Evaluation
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Internship Pathways

Cybersecurity Track

Introduction to Cybersecurity (Optional)

Getting Started with Cisco packet tracer

Cybersecurity Essentials

Artificial Intelligence Track

Introduction to Modern AI

Apply AI: Analyzing Customer Reviews

Networking Track

Networking Essentials

Cisco Confidential

Exploring Networking with Cisco packet tracer

Getting Started with Cisco packet tracer

Exploring Networking with Cisco packet tracer Data Analytics Essentials

INDUSTRY PROBLEM STATEMENT 



© 2026 Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

The Mentored Project Experience

Engagement
Live Industry Connect Session (120 minutes) with Q&A.
Access to track-specific sessions.
Guidance on solving the real-world problem statement.

Evaluation
Problem statement submissions reviewed and graded by the 
designated Internship Coordinator/faculty at your institution.

Industry Connect

Learning

Problem 
Statement
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Overview of the Virtual Internship Program

Cisco
Networking 
Academy

Students in 1st–3rd year 
engineering or technical 

degree/diploma programs at 
Cisco Networking Academy 
institutions; new institutions 

may apply for NetAcad 
membership

 Students register on the 
AICTE National Internship 

Portal
Access designated courses 
via NetAcad instructor on 

netacad.com

Submit proof of course 
completion

Share digital badge links to 
validate internship milestone

Shortlisted students will 
attend a Cisco Industry 

session and, with instructor 
guidance, work on the 

assigned problem statement

Students must complete 
project work and attempt 
the final quiz as part of 

submission

Virtual internship certificate 
awarded upon successful 

completion.

Students can approach their 
NetAcad instructor or email 
virtualinternship@external.ci

sco.com.

Note: Final-year students are not eligible for this program.



© 2026 Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Process Flow of internship Program 

Introductory Email 
shared with Partners.

The partner shares the 
email with all academies 

to facilitate student 
registration.

Students register on the 
AICTE link provided by 

their respective 
academy.

The Cisco team will 
review enrolments and 
share insights with the 

respective partner.

The partner compiles the 
list of students aligned 

with the internship 
pathway.

Virtual Internship Program 
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Share registration link 
with academia

Provide shortlisted 
student data to begin 

courses

Inform academia about 
project discussions with 

mentors

Submit course certificate 
details after completion

Collect projects 
completed by students

Review projects for 
plagiarism and accuracy; 

share shortlisted ones 
with Cisco Networking 

Academy

Share digital certificates 
from Cisco Networking 

Academy with academia

Process Flow for ASC Partner
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Create required classes 
for internships

Use format for Course ID 
& Name: 

2026India_Internship_<
Academy>_<Course>

Enrol students in the 
identified courses

Attend orientation 
session organized by 

ASC partner

Ensure students 
complete AICTE portal 

requirements and 
industry sessions

Evaluate the project 
submission of the 

students

Coordinate with ASC 
partner to issue 

certificates

Process Flow for NetAcad instructor
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Process Flow for learners/student

Learner register on the 
AICTE internship portal

Share registration details 
with instructor for 

approval

Instructor creates 
required courses and 

enrols students

Students complete all 
recommended courses Attend industry sessions

Solve problem statement 
and get evaluated by 

instructor

Post validation by 
instructor trainers, 

eligible learner receive 
certificate
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Course Completion 

Certificates must be 
saved in the format: Full 

Name_Certificate 
Name_CollegeName

Institutions must ensure 
course completion and 

upload student 
certificates to the 
designated folder.

The partner shares 
course completion 

certificate with the Cisco 
team, organized by 

academy.

The Cisco team will 
validate students course 
completion certificates.
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The Cisco team shares the problem statement with 
partners, who then disseminate it to academies.

The Cisco team, together with the technical leadership 
teams, organizes a industry session on the problem 

statement and provides project completion guidelines.

Invitation: Once students are shortlisted, the invite will be shared with all selected students.

Problem Statement Explained
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Project Submission

VIP registration start on 
AICTE National Internship 
Portal

1st  April 2026

Last date of Registration on 
National Internship portal

25th  May 2026

Final deadline for course 
completion

15th  June 2026

Industry session & problem 
statement explanation

15th-25th Jun 2026

Students must complete 
the project and submit for 
evaluation

10th July 2026

Academies will share the 
project files with the partner 
by 15th July 2026.

15th July 2026

Partners to share project 
files along with the list of 
candidates eligible for 
certification with the Cisco 
team by 10 August 2026.

20th July 2026

Issuance of certificates 
upon completion of 
verification for eligible 
students

31st Jul 2026



Thank you


